
 

DEGREE CURRICULUM

METHODOLOGY OF THE
RESEARCH AND OF THE
SCIENTIFIC DIFFUSION
Coordination: ROMERO MORALES, YASMINA DEL

ROCÍO

Academic year 2023-24

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH AND OF THE SCI... 2023-24



Subject's general information

Subject name METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH AND OF THE SCIENTIFIC DIFFUSION

Code 14664

Semester 1st Q(SEMESTER) CONTINUED EVALUATION

Typology Degree Course Character Modality

Master's Degree in Gender's
Studies and Management of
Equality Policy

1 COMPULSORY
Virtual
learning

Course number of
credits (ECTS)

3

Type of activity, credits,
and groups

Activity
type

PRAULA TEORIA

Number of
credits

1.8 1.2

Number of
groups

1 1

Coordination ROMERO MORALES, YASMINA DEL ROCÍO

Department PHILOLOGY AND COMMUNICATION

Important information
on data processing

Consult this link for more information.

Language Spanish

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH AND OF THE SCI... 2023-24

https://unidisc.csuc.cat/index.php/s/ljIirDLEOoUr5Rj


Teaching staff E-mail addresses
Credits
taught by
teacher

Office and hour of attention

ROMERO MORALES, YASMINA
DEL ROCÍO

yasmina.romero@udl.cat 3

Subject's extra information

This course aims to introduce and familiarise students with the different methodologies of academic research. Its
main objective is to provide students with a solid understanding of the basic aspects of research, including
quantitative and qualitative approaches, research design, data collection and analysis and research ethics,
especially from a gender perspective. The course combines a theoretical aspect in which the main concepts,
definitions and tools pertaining to advanced research are presented, with a second essentially practical aspect in
which the knowledge acquired is applied. Both parts are oriented towards the preparation, writing and defence of the
student's dissertation. 

 

Learning objectives

 

1. (GC 6; SC 4) Identifies the sources involved in a given scientific problem.
2. (GC 4; SC 6) Uses the main techniques and research instruments of a specific problem of "Gender Studies".
3. (GC 1; SC 3) It searches for the adequate framework to raise and solve a specific scientific problem.
4. (GC 6; SC 4) Sorts the different available sources of information according to their relevance in the approach

and resolution of a specific scientific problem.
5. (GC 5) Functionally interconnects sources of different linguistic origin to raise and solve a specific scientific

problem.
6. (GC 4; SC 6) Knows the structure of a research work on a specific problem of "Gender Studies".
7. (GC 3) It exposes the results of a research work of a certain problem of the "Gender Studies".
8. (GC 2) It plans a research work on a certain specialized problem of "Gender Studies".

 

Competences

 

General competences

1. (GC1) The person with a Master's degree is capable of integrating the knowledge and advances of "Gender
Studies" into their professional performance, with a reflective and critical attitude, making decisions based
on an analysis of problems in new or little-known environments or within broader (or multidisciplinary)
contexts.

2. (GC 2) The Master's graduate is capable of assuming responsibility for his/her own professional
development and specialisation in the field of "Gender Studies".

3. (GC 3) The person with a Master's degree is capable of transmitting in a clear and unambiguous manner to a
specialised or non-technical public, results from scientific research or the most advanced field of innovation,
as well as the most relevant foundations on which they are based.

4. (GC 4) The Master's degree holder acquires sufficient autonomy to participate in research projects and
scientific collaborations within the scope of "Gender Studies", in interdisciplinary contexts and, where
appropriate, with a high component of knowledge transfer.
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5. (GC 5) The Master's degree holder is able to develop linguistic skills in the use of "Gender Studies"
terminology in a foreign language (English).

6. (GC 6) The Master's degree holder is able to develop advanced technological skills for the knowledge of
"Gender Studies" and for their practical application, particularly in the access, use and utilization of
databases.

 

Specific competences

1. (SC 3) The Master's degree holder is able to identify new challenges in "Gender Studies" arising from
complex problems in order to formulate judgments and elaborate original proposals that offer new and/or
different alternatives in the search for solutions.

2. (SC 4) The Master's degree holder is able to identify and select relevant and specialised sources of
information that facilitate the systematisation of information within the area of knowledge studied.

3. (SC 6) The Master's degree holder is capable of using the methods and techniques of research in "Gender
Studies", both in their application (interpretation and argumentation) and in critical and doctrinal reflection on
their adequacy (validity and validity).

 

 

Subject contents

T1. Introduction to research methodology: What is advanced academic research? The research process: stages
and components. 
T2. Sources of information for research. Literature review and formulation of research questions. Critical reading of
scientific articles. 
T3.  Approach to the different types of research design (quantitative, qualitative, mixed). Experimental and non-
experimental design. Variables. Ethical considerations. Sampling and data collection. Probabilistic and non-
probabilistic sampling. Sample size. Data collection methods: surveys, interviews, observation.  
T4. Writing the research paper. Structure and organisation of the dissertation. Scientific writing and citation style,
how to properly reference sources. Where to publish and why?

 

 

Methodology

The course will consist of 4 themes that will be accompanied by a virtual class conducted by the teacher and of
which a powepoint will be uploaded for students who cannot attend synchronously. Students will also have access
to a complementary bibliography with which to expand the information on each topic. Students are also invited to
ask the teacher any questions they may have through the forum linked to the subject, as well as by individual e-
mail.
As research methodology is an essentially practical field, centred on the search for bibliographical information and
the writing of academic texts, the bibliography is provided for guidance purposes only. It is not necessary to do any
compulsory reading throughout the module. 
The practical exercises at the end of each topic will be designed to contribute to the intellectual development of the
student as an autonomous researcher.
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Development plan

see the course program

Evaluation

The evaluation will consist of four parts, each corresponding to a quarter (25%) of the final mark. 

Block 1 - Establish a basic bibliography, logically and thematically ordered, related to the research topic to be
developed in the course of the dissertation. 
Block 2 - To draw up an exhaustive State of the Question of previous research and relevant literature on the
specific topic to be worked on. The purpose is to present a complete and updated overview of the existing
knowledge on the research topic.
Block 3 - Writing an abstract or summary related to the topic of the dissertation that manages to provide a concise
overview of the content of the work, allowing the reader to quickly get an idea of the main issues, objectives,
methods and results of the research without having to read the whole document.
Block 4 - This practical will have three parts. 1) Identify the main research societies in the field of study in which
the student would like to join in order to establish an exchange of ideas. 2) To look for a "Call for Papers" in which
the dissertation research would have a place. 3) Identify potential journals that could host your research and justify
your choice.

 

OBSERVATIONS

- Spelling mistakes will be deducted from all the exercises at the rate of 1 point per mistake. Morphosyntactic and
lexical errors will also affect the grade. Failure to use inclusive language will deduct 1 point from the final grade.

- Plagiarism or copying will not be tolerated under any circumstances and its direct consequence will be the
application of what is established in the Evaluation and Qualification Regulations for the Teaching of the UdL
Bachelor's and Master's Degrees and Master's Degrees. It will be considered plagiarism the reproduction of
paragraphs from texts of authorship other than that of the student (internet, books, articles...), when the original
source is not cited.
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(Buenos Aires: Editorial Biblos, 2008), pp. 237.
STEIN, Peter G.: El Derecho romano en la historia de Europa. Historia de una cultura jurídica. Traducción
de César Hornero y Armando Romanos, (Madrid: Siglo XXI editores, 2001 [orig. 1996]), pp. XIV+201.
STOLLEIS, Michael: Geschichte des öffentlichen Rechts in Deutschland. I. Reichspublizistik und
Policeywissenschaft, 1600-1800, (München: C. H. Beck Verlag, 1988), pp. 431. [= Michael STOLLEIS,
Histoire du droit public en Allemagne. La théorie du droit public impérial et la science de la police, 1600-
1800. Traduit de l'allemand par Michel Senellart, (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1998 [orig.
1988]), pp. VI+654].
STOLLEIS, Michael: Geschichte des öffentlichen Rechts in Deutschland. II. Staatsrechtslehre und
Verwaltungswissenschaft, 1800-1914, (München: C. H. Beck Verlag, 1992), pp. 486. [= Michael STOLLEIS,
Public Law in Germany, 1800-1914, (New York-Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2001 [orig. 1992]), pp. XIV+514].
STOLLEIS, Michael: Geschichte des öffentlichen Rechts in Deutschland. III. Staats- und
Verwaltungswissenschaft in Republik und Diktatur, 1914-1945, (München: C. H. Beck Verlag, 1999), pp.
439. [= Michael STOLLEIS, A History of Public Law in Germany, 1914-1945, (Oxford-New York: Oxford
University Press, 2004 [orig. 1999]), pp. XIV+489].
TARELLO, Giovanni: Storia della cultura giuridica moderna. I. Assolutismo e codificazione del diritto,
(Bologna: Società editrice il Mulino, 1976), pp. IX+651.
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VILLEY, Michel: La formation de la pensée juridique moderne. Texte établi, révisé et présenté par Stèphane
Rials. Notes revues par Éric Desmons, (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 2006), pp. 624.
WESENBERG, Gerhard et Gunter WESENER, Historia del derecho privado moderno en Alemania y en
Europa. Traducido de la 4a edición alemana por José Javier de los Mozos Touya, (Valladolid: Editorial Lex
Nova, 1998 [orig. 1986]), pp. 409.
WIEACKER, Franz: História do Direito privado moderno. Traduçâo de A. M. Botelho Hespanha, (Lisboa:
Fundaçâo Calouste Gulbenkian, 2004 [orig. 1967-2a ed.]), pp. XV+768.
WIEACKER, Franz: Historia del derecho privado de la Edad Moderna. Traducción del alemán por Francisco
Fernández Jardón, (Granada: Editorial Comares, 2000), pp. XI+563.
ZIMMERMANN, Reinhard: The Law of Obligations. Roman Foundations of the Civilian Tradition, (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1996 [orig. 1990]), pp. LXIV+1241.

 

Special collection of publications: The Continental Legal History Series.

 

Below is a series of Internet links to a collection of books which, although published a century ago, may still offer
some service to the extent that they are classics in each particular subject. All of them are located in a Canadian
portal <http://archive.org> that stores books, magazines, songs, etc. provided that the corresponding copyright has
expired. This detail means that, in our case, some of the books that made up the collection are missing. To make
up for this lack in some way and as they were English translations, we have added the Internet link corresponding
to the original book.

 

(01) WIGMORE, John Henry (ed.): A General Survey of Events, Sources, Persons, and Movements in
Continental Legal History. Translated by Rapelje Howell, F.S. Philbrick, John Walgren and John H. Wigmore,
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1912), pp. LIII+754. <http://archive.org>
(02) MACDONELL, John et Edward MANSON (ed.): Great Jurists of the World, (Boston: Little, Brown and
Company, 1914), pp. XXXII+607. <http://archive.org>
(03) BRISSAUD, Jean: History of Frech Private Law. Translated from the Second French Edition by Rapelje
Howell, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1912), pp. XLVIII+922. <http://archive.org>
(04) HUEBNER, Rudolf: A History of Germanic Private Law. Translated by Francis S. Philbrick, (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1918), pp. LIX+785.  <http://archive.org>
(05) ESMEIN, Adhémar: A History of Continental Criminal Procedure with Special Reference to France.
Translated by John Simpson, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1913), pp. XLV+640. <http://archive.org>
(06) BAR, Carl Ludwig von: A History of Continental Criminal Law. Translated by Thomas S. Bell and others,
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1916), pp. LVI+561. <http://archive.org>
(07) ENGELMANN, Arthur: A History of Continental Civil Procedure. Translated by Robert W. Millar,
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1927), pp. LXIII+948.
(07) ENGELMANN, Arthur: Der Civilprozess. Geschichte und System. I. Allgemeiner Theil, (Breslau: Verlag
von Wilhelm Roebner, 1889), pp. VIII+215.  <http://archive.org>
(07) ENGELMANN, Arthur: Der Civilprozess. Geschichte und System. II. Geschichte des Civilprozesses. 1.
Der mittelalterlich-deutsche Prozess, (Breslau: Verlag von Wilhelm Roebner, 1890), pp. 172.
<http://archive.org>
(07) ENGELMANN, Arthur: Der Civilprozess. Geschichte und System. II. Geschichte des Civilprozesses. 2.
Der romanisch-kanonische Prozess und die Entwicklung des Prozessrechts in Deutschland bis zum Erlass
der deutschen Civilprozessordnung, (Breslau: Verlag von Wilhelm Roebner, 1895), pp. VI+217.
<http://archive.org>
(08) CALISSE, Carlo: A History of Italian Law. Translated by Layton B. Register, (Boston: Little, Brown and
Company, 1928), pp. LIX+827.
(08) CALISSE, Carlo: Storia del diritto italiano. I. Le fonti, (Firenze: G. Barbèra editore, 19022), pp. 389.
<http://archive.org>
(08) CALISSE, Carlo: Storia del diritto italiano. II. Diritto pubblico, (Firenze: G. Barbèra editore, 19032), pp.
496. <http://archive.org>
(09) BRISSAUD, Jean: A History of Frech Public Law. Translated by James W. Garner, (Boston: Little,
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Brown and Company, 1915), pp. LVIII+581. <http://archive.org>
(10) Aunque se había anunciado un volumen 10 de Paul Huvelin titulado A History of Continental
Commercial Law, la muerte del autor abortó el proyecto. Para cubrir de algún modo esta laguna, ofrecemos
el enlace de Internet a otra publicación del mismo autor que se puede considerar una introducción al tema
propuesto.
(10) HUVELIN, Paul: L’histoire du droit commercial. Conception générale, état actuel des études, (Paris:
Librairie Léopold Cerf, 1904), pp. 115. <http://archive.org>
(11) WIGMORE, John Henry (ed.): The Progress of Continental Law in the Nineteenth Century, (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 1918), pp. XLIX+558. <http://archive.org>

 

1.5. Techniques and instruments of scientific work.

 

ALGUACIL GÓMEZ, Julio: Cómo se hace un trabajo de investigación en sociología, (Madrid: Los libros de
la catarata, 2011), pp. 142.
BECKER, Howard: Manual de escritura para científicos sociales. Cómo empezar y terminar una tesis, un
libro o un artículo. Traducción de Teresa Arijón, (Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI editores, 2011 [orig. 1986]), pp.
236.
BLAXTER, Loraine; Christina HUGHES et Malcolm TIGHT: Cómo se hace una investigación. Traducción de
Gabriela Ventureira, (Barcelona: Editorial Gedisa, 2005 [orig. 1996]), pp. 351.
CASSANY [I COMAS], Daniel: La cocina de la escritura. Versión castellana del autor, (Barcelona: Editorial
Anagrama, 201120 [orig. 1995]), pp. 255 [= La cuina de l’escriptura, (Barcelona: Editorial Empúries, 2002
[orig. 1993]), pp. 208].
CASSANY [I COMAS], Daniel: Afilar el lapicero. Guía de redacción para profesionales. Traducción de Óscar
Morales y Daniel Cassany, (Barcelona: Editorial Anagrama, 2013 [orig. 2007]), pp. 173 [= Escolar l’eina.
Guia de redacció per a professionals, (Barcelona: Editorial Empúries, 20163 [orig. 2007]), pp. 159].
CASTELLÓ, Montserrat (coord.), Escribir y comunicarse en contextos científicos y académicos.
Conocimientos y estrategias, (Barcelona: Editorial Graó, 2015 [orig. 2007]), pp. 224.
CHULIÁ RODRIGO, Elisa et Marco Vinicio AGULLÓ PASTOR: Cómo se hace un trabajo de investigación
en Ciencia Política, (Madrid: Los libros de la catarata, 2012), pp. 143.
COMES, Prudenci: Guía para la redacción y presentación de trabajos científicos: informes técnicos y
tesinas, (Vilassar de Mar: Oikos-Tau, 1971), pp. 269.
CUNHA, Iria da: El trabajo de fin de grado y de máster. Redacción, defensa y publicación, (Barcelona:
Editorial UOC, 2016), pp. 206.
ECO, Umberto: Cómo se hace una tesis. Técnicas y procedimientos de estudio, investigación y escritura.
Versión castellana de Lucía Baranda y Alberto Clavería Ibáñez, (Barcelona: Editorial Gedisa, 19824 [orig.
1977]), pp. 267.
ESCUDERO ALDAY, Rafael et José GARCÍA AÑÓN: Cómo se hace un trabajo de investigación en
Derecho, (Madrid: Los libros de la catarata, 2013), pp. 141.
GUINEA-MARTIN, Daniel: Trucos del oficio de investigador. Casos prácticos de investigación social,
(Barcelona: Editorial Gedisa, 2012), pp. 285.
LLUCH, Gemma et Miquel NICOLÀS: Escriptura acadèmica. Planificació, documentació, redacció, citació i
models, (Barcelona: Editorial UOC, 2015), pp. 274.
RIGO, Antònia et Gabriel GENESCÀ, Tesis i treballs. Aspectes formals, (Vic: Eumo Editorial, 2000), pp.
171.
ROMANO, David: Elementos y técnica del trabajo científico, (Barcelona: Editorial Teide, 19783 [orig. 1973]),
pp. 158.
SANCHO, Jordi: Com escriure i presentar el millor treball acadèmic. Guia pràctica per a estudiants i
professors, (Vic: Eumo Editorial, 20162 [orig. 2014]), pp. 166.
SANZ CAMAÑES, Porfirio; Jesús M. MOLERO GARCÍA et David RODRÍGUEZ GONZÁLEZ (eds.), Cómo
se hace un trabajo académico en Historia (Madrid: Los libros de la catarata,2021), pp. 206.
WALKER, Melissa: Cómo escribir trabajos de investigación. Traducción de José A. Álvarez, (Barcelona:
Editorial Gedisa, 2005 [orig. 1984]), pp. 473.
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2. OTHER RESOURCES: SOFTWARE.

 

The following are a series of Internet links to the web pages of various computer programs which, preceded by a
brief description, can be downloaded and, in principle, can be useful for scientific research work. However, three
warnings are necessary: this list does not exhaust the existing programs but only includes those that - from
personal experience - seem most suitable for certain elementary tasks; computer programs based on the Windows
operating system have been chosen (however, the corresponding Linux version is also available from some) and,
finally, computer programs with a freeware license have been chosen to avoid the students any economic expense
in their acquisition. To the extent that there is no single program that can accomplish all the tasks, the links are
structured in four main sections: 1. Collection of materials. 2. Analysis and synthesis. 3. Writing. 4. The "three in
one": Docear. The Academic Literature Suite.

 

2.1. Collection of materials: bibliographic cards and content cards.

2.1.1. Bibliographical data sheets: Zotero, JabRef.

Programs to collect and use bibliography. Zotero is a complement to the Firefox browser that contains a
database to store bibliography and, by means of an instrument, is capable of inserting the bibliographic
reference chosen and according to the desired style as a footnote in the word processor. This program has
only one limitation: the company grants free use of limited hard disk space from which it is necessary to pay
for its expansion. For this reason, it is necessary to bear in mind the possibility of exporting the content of
Zotero's bibliographic database to an external and own program where to store the references with the only
limitation of the amount of available space in the hard disk of the own computer. In this sense, the JabRef
program is useful because it is capable of reading a database in Bibtex format (which the Zotero program
exports directly) and then inserting the bibliographic references in the word processor.

Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator

Zotero. <http://www.zotero.org/>
Jabref. <http://jabref.sourceforge.net/>

 

2.1.2. Datasheets: Textcite, Keynote.
Programs to collect and use citations and notes extracted from publications. Textcite is a program that
allows you to collect and sort citations from documents. The Keynote program is similar but adds the
possibility of classifying citations in a tree structure.
Textcite. <http://textcite.sourceforge.net/>
Keynote. <http://www.tranglos.com/free/keynote.html>

 

2.2. Analysis and synthesis: concept maps, note managers, text transcription and image annotation.

2.2.1. Concept maps: FreeMind, Yed Graph editor.
Programs to make diagrams, concept maps or other graphic designs to represent the analysis or synthesis.
The programs FreeMind and Yed Graph editor are capable of executing this type of task and also contain
some pre-established models.
FreeMind. <http://freemind.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Download>
Yed Graph editor. <http://www.yworks.com/en/products_yed_about.html>

 

2.2.2. Note manager: Pliny.
Programs to collect, analyze and synthesize data. The Pliny program allows to include the data or even
texts inside containers to which an identifying label is later assigned and relational links can be established
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between them.
Pliny. <http://pliny.cch.kcl.ac.uk/>

 

2.2.3. Transcription of texts: Transcript.
Program to transcribe documents as it allows to see at the same time the digital image of a document and
to have a word processor to transcribe its content.
Transcript. <http://www.jacobboerema.nl/en/Freeware.htm>

 

2.2.4. Image Annotation: UVic Image Markup Tool.
Program to annotate explanatory texts in digital images. UVic fulfills this function but has the disadvantage
that it generates a file in XML format and, therefore, it is necessary for the user to have some advanced
computer skills.
UVic Image Markup Tool. <http://tapor.uvic.ca/~mholmes/image_markup/index.php>

 

2.3. Editing: word processor, visualization and modification of images and statistics.

2.3.1. Word processor: LibreOffice-Writer.
Program to write the work that allows to include footnotes, diagrams, indexes, etc. The Writer program of the
Libre-Office suite has been chosen because it is freeware.
LibreOffice-Writer. <http://www.libreoffice.org/>

 

2.3.2. View and modify images: Irfanview, Gimp.
Programs for viewing and modifying images. The Irfanview program is able to present on screen the great
majority of digital image formats. And the program Gimp is used to modify any digital image.
Irfanview. <http://www.irfanview.com/>
Gimp. <http://www.gimp.org/>

 

2.3.3. Statistics: LibreOffice-Calc.
Program to carry out calculations, statistics and the corresponding graphical representations. The program
Calc of the suite Libre-Office has been chosen because it is freeware.
LibreOffice-Calc. <http://www.libreoffice.org/>

 

2.3.4. Presentations: LibreOffice-Impress.
Program to make presentations. The program Impress has been chosen from the suite Libre-Office because
it is freeware.
LibreOffice-Calc. <http://www.libreoffice.org/>

 

2.4. The "three in one": Docear. The Academic Literature Suite.

2.4.1. Conceptual map with references and connection to word processor: Docear.
A relatively new program with a potential that does justice to the nickname it bears: The Academic Literature
Suite. It is a free, open-source program funded by the Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Technologie
(German Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology) and has been developed with the participation of
scientists from around the world, including the Otto-von-Guericke-Universität Magdeburg and the University
of California, Berkeley. In a single application, this program allows you to collect, organize and manage
references; you can manage a library of PDF documents, references, personal comments and all this is
integrated using flow charts within a concept map. In practice, this means that, from the comments and

METHODOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH AND OF THE SCI... 2023-24

http://pliny.cch.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.jacobboerema.nl/en/Freeware.htm
http://tapor.uvic.ca/~mholmes/image_markup/index.php
http://www.libreoffice.org/
http://www.irfanview.com/
http://www.gimp.org/
http://www.libreoffice.org/
http://www.libreoffice.org/


underlines in PDF documents made by the user, it is possible to import the contents, include the references
and create a concept map that can be modified according to the user's needs (with flow diagrams) and,
finally, it is able to connect through an add-on (called Docear4Word) with the word processor (at the moment,
only Microsoft Word). In fact, it can also connect to other programs such as Mendeley and FoxitReader.
This program is freeware.
Docear. <http://www.docear.org/>
Explanation of your capabilities. <http://www.docear.org/software/details/>
Video explaining the functions. <http://www.docear.org/software/screenshots/>
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