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Learning objectives

The goals of this course is to study the relationship between the economic system and natural resources.
To learn about the concept of sustainability from an economics perspective.
What does sustainable development means? What are its goals?

To learn the economic consequences of the existence of externalities and how to assign economic value to the
forest ecosystemic services. Why is it important for the society at large a correct valuation of these services?

To learn about the relationship between economic and biologic sustainability.

To learn about concept of inclusive wealth

Competences

Increase the ability to think critically and gain understanding of how human actions influence the environment and
in turn how environment change impacts on human well-being.

Be able to suggest instruments or policies for the society to set in a globaly sustainable path,

Learn how to think critically about the intended and unintended consequences of alternative environmental policies.

Subject contents

It is a general subject of a wide range of contents and applications within the forestry world.
Some of the topics that we would adress are:

1. The relationships between economic system and natural resources. The trade-off between economic system and
nature.

2. What does sustainable development means? What are the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG )?
3. Externalities and ecosysten services.

4. Biodiversity, ecosystem services and their economic valuation.

5. The trade-off between economics and biodiversity. Policy instruments to facilitate these relationships.
6. Resilience - Tipping points and uncertainty

7 Trade-offs in components of sustainability.
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Methodology

It will be a face-to-face seminar where the students will have to read and present the assigned readings that will
aproach the main topics of the course. The readings will be discused and comented in class with the professor. If
it were not possible to do a face-to face seminar it would be a virtual seminars (webinars),

Evaluation

Each student will write a term paper that will be evaluated. It is recomended that each student must present their
thematic proposal for the paper of the subject. If you do not have a topic the teacher would suggest you one.
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