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Subject's extra information

This subject introduces us to the qualitative methodology of social research.

It is a highly practical subject that provides essential concepts for research, which will be necessary for the final
degree project (TFG), master's thesis, or any research work in the professional field.

Moreover, it also allows for cross-cutting learning, such as deepening in the interviewing technique, enhancing
communication skills and abilities, self-awareness, and understanding of the environment.

For a social worker, it is crucial to know how to understand the environment before initiating action with individuals.

IMPORTANT

Attendance is important for this subject as in-class activities take place.

If you are unable to attend due to work-related reasons, please request an alternative.

If you have courses from different years, make sure the class schedules do not overlap. It is your responsibility to
verify this. If you only have third-year courses, this will not be an issue.

THIS YEAR, TWO OF THE EVALUATION ACTIVITIES (DESIGN AND COMPLETED RESEARCH) WILL BE
CONDUCTED JOINTLY WITH THE METHODOLOGY AND QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES COURSE, SINCE
BOTH COURSES ACTUALLY HAVE AS THEIR MAIN FOCUS LEARNING TO CONDUCT RESEARCH. WE
BELIEVE THAT THIS SHARED APPROACH WILL MAKE IT EASIER FOR YOU TO ASSIMILATE THE
CONTENT.

TUTORIALS

Remember that you can request tutorials with the professor. Do not wait until after the activities/exams to ask for
them. Often, in just 10 minutes, we can clarify many aspects that can prevent the need for reviewing failed
assignments.

IF YOU DON'T WANT TO PRESENT EVIDENCES "NON PRESENTET"

It was agreed in the degree and master's commission of the Faculty that starting from the 2021/22 academic year,
the grade of "not presented" will be applied to all subjects in the various degrees and master's programs of the
FEPTS (Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities) whenever the student has completed less than 30% of the
assessment activities for the subject. If the student has completed 30% or more of the assessment activities, the
corresponding grade will be recorded in the transcript.

Learning objectives

To recognize the particularities and common elements of quantitative and qualitative research.
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To understand the foundations of qualitative research.

To be able to design a qualitative research project.

To be familiar with the methodology of qualitative research.

To be able to properly use techniques of qualitative research based on the type of investigation.

To be able to write a qualitative research report.

To recognize the particularities and common elements of quantitative and qualitative research. To understand the
foundations of qualitative research. To be able to design a qualitative research project. To be familiar with the
methodology of qualitative research. To be able to properly use techniques of qualitative research based on the
type of investigation. To be able to write a qualitative research report.

 

Competences

Competencies:

CG3 Develop capacity for problem solving and decision making.

CG7 Exercise autonomous learning and adaptation to new situations.

CE6 Analyze and evaluate the problems and social needs present in society.

CE11 Know how to create, organize and manage services and entities, control their effectiveness and ensure their
quality.

CE13 Familiarizing oneself with new phenomena and scenarios in which some kind of social intervention can be
performed 

Subject contents

 

MODULE 1: INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL RESEARCH

1. Science and Social Research. The Qualitative Perspective.
2. Key Characteristics of the Qualitative Method.
3. Differences with Other Social Research Methodologies and Their Application in Various Fields.
4. Quality in Qualitative Research. Triangulation.
5. Ethical Aspects of Qualitative Research.

MODULE 2: TRADITIONS IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

1. Traditions in Qualitative Research According to CRESWELL.

MODULE 3: COLLECTION OF QUALITATIVE DATA

1. Fieldwork. Phases of Fieldwork.
2. Ethnographic Observation.
3. Interview (I): In-Depth Interview.
4. Interview (II): Focused Interview.
5. Focus Groups.
6. Delphi Method.
7. Life History and Assisted Autobiography.
8. Genealogical Method.
9. Field Diary.
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10. Researching Documentary Material. Archives as a Source of Qualitative Data.

MODULE 4: INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA. PRESENTATION OF RESULTS

1. The Difference Between Discourse and Content.
2. Interpreting Obtained Data. Discourse Analysis.
3. Relating Obtained Data.
4. Connecting Qualitative Data with Quantitative Data and Documentary Material.
5. Relating/Comparing Results with the Theoretical Framework and Other Research.
6. Presentation of Results: Writing a Technical Report and a Scientific Text Based on Qualitative Research.

TRANSVERSAL MODULE RESEARCH DESIGN PLANNING (This module is carried out in intermediate groups)

1. Planning and Designing Research:
Types of Research.
Relationship with the Theoretical Framework.
Problem Formulation and Reflexivity.
Development of a Design.

2. Research Questions or Hypotheses.
3. Selection of Units and Sample Design. The Issue of Boundaries.
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Development of a Design.
2. Research Questions or Hypotheses.
3. Selection of Units and Sample Design. The Issue of Boundaries.

Methodology

The 150 hours of the course that the student must complete will be organized with the following learning activities:

1 hour of medium-sized group sessions.

3 hours of theoretical/practical classes.

Up to 5 hours of individual work (provided each week).

PARTICIPATORY METHODOLOGY.

We will combine various working techniques, including:

Flipped classrooms.
Dynamic activities.
Roundtable discussions on topics covered in class.
Lectures.
The course is designed to encourage student participation and maximum involvement. There will be individual, pair,
and group work sessions. Some flipped classrooms will also be implemented.
Therefore, it is necessary to prepare materials and, as far as possible, bring a computer or tablet to class as it will
facilitate access to readings and research.

Remember that classes require preparation and review time, and that the course is not limited to the 4 hours spent
in the classroom.

Some activities will be submitted to allow the professor to monitor students' progress and learning pace.

This is a highly practical course, so it is necessary to actively engage with the exercises that will be proposed
throughout the semester, whether online or in person.

Development plan

GROUP LARGE

Presentation of the Units based on student inquiries.

Sharing of tasks completed outside the classroom.

Dynamics and in-class activities to internalize the content.

 

GROUP MEDIUM

Reinforcement activities for the theory.

Preparation of group work.

Individual: Readings and practices.

Practices: Application of techniques.

Group work: Development of a research design.

Presentation of the Units based on student inquiries.
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Sharing of tasks completed outside the classroom.
Dynamics and in-class activities to internalize the content.

GROUP MEDIUM

Reinforcement activities for the theory.
Preparation of group work.
Individual: Readings and practices.
Practices: Application of techniques.
Group work: Development of a research design.

Evaluation

This subject is evaluated as follows:

BLOCK 1

THEORETICAL PART EXAM 25%

Materials will be allowed for use during the exam.

During the exam, students cannot pass materials between themselves or consult mobile phones or computers.

Approximate Date: Wednesday, March 20th. (the date may vary according to the evolution of learning)

BLOCK 2

GROUP WORK BLOCK

THIS WORK WILL BE SHARED WITH THE "METHODOLOGY AND QUANTITATIVE TECHNIQUES" COURSE.
THE DOCUMENT SUBMITTED WILL BE THE SAME, BUT EACH COURSE WILL EVALUATE WHAT IS
RELEVANT TO ITS SUBJECT.

Submission of research design (approximate mid-April). 20%
Final submission of conducted research (approximate beginning of June). 30%

BLOCK 3

PRACTICALS:

OBSERVATION: NON-PARTICIPATION 15%

BLOCK 4

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 10%

OTHER IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF THERE IS PLAGIARISM, THAT EVIDENCE CAN BE SUSPENDED (GRADE 0)
WITHOUT THE RIGHT TO RECOVERY.

UNSUBMITTED ASSIGNMENTS ARE TREATED AS GRADE 0.

METHOD OF SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS:

THROUGH THE "ACTIVITIES" TOOL ON CAMPUS. DO NOT SEND VIA EMAIL. IT IS POSTED UNDER
ACTIVITIES. THERE WILL BE A SPECIFIC SPACE FOR IT.

ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT.

DEVELOPMENT OF A QUALITATIVE RESEARCH DESIGN. 20% SUBMISSION BY APRIL 15th.
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CONDUCTING FIELDWORK AND SUBMISSION OF RESULTS. 30% SUBMISSION BY JUNE 3rd.

THEORETICAL PART EXAM. 25% LIKE THE REST OF THE STUDENTS ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20th.

FINAL COURSE EXAM BASED ON READINGS AND MATERIALS WORKED ON IN THE CLASS FROM MARCH
20th. 25% (The exam will be on the date and time specified in the exam schedule.)

Bibliography

Mandatory bibliography.

During the course we will be working on some readings. Either to comment, debate, answer a test or do some work.
These will be mandatory.

Some of the "recommended readings" may become compulsory in some Modules at the request of the teaching
staff.

Intermediate group (the readings of the intermediate group are mandatory, at the beginning of the course
we will specify the ones that need to be read)

Alberich, T. Espadas, M.A. (2011)  Asociacionismo, participación ciudadana y políticas localtes: planteamiento
teòrco  y una experiencia práctica en Jaén. Alternativas Vol 18 Pp 119-146
 https://doi.org/10.14198/ALTERN2011.18.07

•Atilano Pena-López, J. Sánchez Santos, JM (2018) Capital social, confianza y modelos de asociacionismo en
españa. Papers. UAB. (153-173) https://doi.org/10.5565/rev/papers.2382

•González, M. (2002) "Aspectos éticos de la investigación cualitativa" Revista Iberoamericana de educación 29:
85-104.  https://doi.org/10.35362/rie290952

•Guasch, O. Quinto ejemplo Observación participante. Cuadernos metodológicos nº 20 Pp 88-95

•Moreno, S. (2009). Uso del tiempo, desigualdades sociales y ciclo de vida Política y Sociedad, 46(3), 191 - 202.
Recuperado 12 de enero de 2022, de https://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/POSO/article/view/POSO0909230191A

•Serrano , A., Martín, M. P., & de Castro, C. (2019). Sociologizando la resiliencia. El papel de la participación
socio-comunitaria y política en las estrategias de afrontamiento de la crisis. Revista Española De
Sociología, 28(2). (227-247) https://doi.org/10.22325/fes/res.2018.75

Guasch, O (1997) Segundo ejemplo a:  "Observación participante" A la col•lecció "Cuadernos metodológicos" nº 20
Pp 60-70 Centre d'investigacions sociològiques.

Terradas, I (1992) Eliza Kendal; reflexiones sobre una antibiografia. Publicacions d'Antropologia Cultural. UAB.

Recommended bibliography (throughout the units it will be indicated which is mandatory and which is
optional)

Malinowski, B. (1986) ¨”Introducción: Objeto, método y finalidad de esta investigación”, a Los argonautas del
Pacífico Occidental. Barcelona: Planeta Agostini. (pag 19-42). http://eva.fhuce.edu.uy/file.php/194/63654554-Los-
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Durkheim. E. Cap II. El suicidio Egoísta. a El suicidio. Estudio de sociologia. Pag. 241-263

Guber, R (2004) [1991] El trabajo de campo etnográfico: trayectorias y perspectivas. a: El Salvaje Metropolitano.
Pp 37-53 Ed Paidós.

Verd, J; Lozares, C. (2016).La investigación cualitativa. El qué y el por qué. a:  Introducción a la investigación
qualitativa; fases métodos y técnicas. Pp 23-41 Editorial Sintesis.

Ruiz Olabuénaga, JI (2012) El diseño cualitativo. A: Metodologia de la investigación cualitativa. Pp 51-81 Ed.
Deusto Universidad. Madrid.
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Revista de pensamiento e investigación social 3: 72-92   Accessible a:
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Qualitative Research Methods Manual
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