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Learning objectives

To explain how the English language has evolved from medieval times to the current situation
To identify the most important orthographic, phonological, morphological, syntactic, lexical and semantic
features of Old English, Middle English and Modern English.
To illustrate the impact of the most relevant historical facts to the linguistic system
To apply etymological analysis to written historical texts
To analyze the contribution of diachronic studies of English on English language teaching and learning
processes
To interpret Present-day English grammatical phenomena from a historical perspective.

Competences

GENERAL COMPETENCES

CG6 Work as a team (intra and interdisciplinary) and manage personal relationships
CG16 Use terminology and techniques from the disciplinary or professional field

SPECIFIC COMPETENCES

CE3 Describe the diachronic evolution of the English language, as well as the reasons and scope of its
implementation as a global language
CE6 Identify and implement the foundations of scientific research in linguistics, literature and culture in
English
CE7 Apply disciplinary knowledge to a professional context

Subject contents

Unit 1. The origin of the English language: from Indo-European to Old English.
Unit 2. The external history of the Old English period: social, political, religious and cultural factors and its
influence on linguistic change.
Unit 3. Old English: textual production and linguistic characteristics
Unit 4. The external history of the Middle English period: social, political, religious and cultural factors and
its influence on linguistic change.
Unit 5. Middle English: textual production and linguistics characteristics
Unit 6. The external history of the Early Modern English period: social, political, religious and cultural factors
and its influence on linguistic change.
Unit 7. Early Modern English phonology, grammar and vocabulary expansion.
Unit 8. Late Modern English. Development of new phonemes in Standard Southern English. The rise of
prescriptivism
Unit 9. English in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
Unit 10. Pedagogical dimensions of the History of English

Methodology
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1. Lectures
2. Debates
3. Seminars

Development plan

Week 1: Unit 1. The origin of the English language: from Indo-European to Old English.
Week 2: Unit 2. The external history of the Old English period: social, political, religious and cultural factors
and its influence on linguistic change.
Weeks 3-4: Unit 3. Old English: textual production and linguistic characteristics
Week 5: Unit 4. The external history of the Middle English period: social, political, religious and cultural
factors and its influence on linguistic change.
Weeks 6-7: Unit 5. Middle English: textual production and linguistics characteristics
Week 8: Unit 6. The external history of the Early Modern English period: social, political, religious and
cultural factors and its influence on linguistic change.
Weeks 9-10: Unit 7. Early Modern English phonology, grammar and vocabulary expansion.
Week 11: Unit 8. Late Modern English. Development of new phonemes in Standard Southern English. The
rise of prescriptivism
Week 12: Unit 9. English in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
Week 13: Presentacions orals de treballs
Weeks 14-16: Unit 10. Pedagogical dimensions of the History of English

Evaluation

End-term exam 40%
date of the exam: June, 11 2019 (6pm)
date of the resitting exam: July, 3 2019 (9:00 am)

Written assignments: 30%, and oral presentations: 15% (week 13)
Debates (in class or on SAKAI): 15% (weeks 14-16)
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