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Credits
Teaching staff E-mail addresses taughtby  Office and hour of attention
teacher

BURGUENO RIVERO, JESUS jesus.burgue@udl.cat 6

Learning objectives

Learn what are the basic territorial characteristics that characterize Spain and Portugal. To know the terminology
proper to the study of physical geography applied to the Iberian Peninsula. Identify the relief units in the context of
plate tectonics. To characterize the climatic diversity and of vegetal landscapes of the Peninsula. Understand the
Canarian singularity. Assume the structural water imbalance of Spain. Reflect on the internal complexity of the
Spanish State. Know the constitutional guidelines of the Spanish and Portuguese territorial organization. Learning
to interrelate diverse geographical variables: water and population, climate and tourism, vegetation and climate,
lithology and aquifers, settlement and municipal structure, water and electricity production, etc.

Learning outcomes:

Know the basic territorial characteristics that characterize Spain.

Understand the formation of the peninsular relief in the plate tectonics paradigm

Identify the dominant lithologies in the Iberian Peninsula and the morphology to which they give rise
Develop the ability to observe and analyze the landscape

Identify the types of vegetation of the Iberian Peninsula and the most characteristic tree species

Know the basic characteristics of the peninsular coastline and wetlands

Understand the complexity and internal diversity of the Spanish State.

Understand the integral reality of the Iberian Peninsula by repeatedly incorporating Portugal in your study
Know the geographical specificities of the Canary Islands

Competences

CG1 Value the mechanisms of interaction of society with the environment

CG2 Identify the great conflicts and inequalities of human society

CG3 Characterize the spatial diversity of the territories

CE1 Manage and use methods and techniques of analysis and interpretation of statistical sources

CE®6 Acquire the skills and methodologies of the geographer's fieldwork

CE9 Be familiar with legislation - mainly Catalan - related to land-use planning

EC10 Recognize in the landscape the transformations generated by human uses in the historical development

CE13 Know, understand and interpret the territory, explain the diversity of places, regions and locations.
CT1 Acquire an adequate understanding and oral and written expression of Catalan and Spanish
CT3 Acquire training in the use of new technologies and information and communication technologies

CB1. Possessing and understanding knowledge in an area of study that is based on general secondary education,
and is usually found at a level that, although supported by advanced textbooks, also includes some aspects that
involve knowledge from the forefront of your field of study
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CB2 Apply their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional manner and possess the skills that are
usually demonstrated through the elaboration and defense of arguments and the resolution of problems within their
area of study

CB3 Ability to gather and interpret relevant data (usually within your area of study) to make judgments that include
a reflection on relevant social, scientific or ethical issues

Subject contents

l. The Iberian Peninsula, Balearic and Canary Islands

1.- The large structural units of the Iberian Peninsula

2.- Geological evolution according to plate tectonics

3.- Structural units: Iberian massif, alpine sierras, sedimentary depressions
4.- The volcanism of the Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands

Il. Climate diversity

1.- Factors of the peninsular climate

2.- Precipitations. Spain dry / wet

3.- Temperatures and other elements of the climate (humidity, sunshine, wind ...)
4.- Water balance

5. Types of weather (typical synoptic situations)

6.- Resumes of climates of the Iberian Peninsula and Balearic Islands. The climate of the Canaries.
Ill. The waters

1.- The rivers: flow, irregularity, regime

2.- Wet areas. Lakes and reservoirs

3.- Water resources. Aquifers

4.- The coasts and the seas

IV. The vegetable landscape

1.- Introduction to plant diversity in the Iberian Peninsula

2.- Boreoalpin biogeographic region

3.- Eurosiberian biogeographic region

4.- Mediterranean biogeographical region

5.- Macaronesian biogeographic region

V. Political geography
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1.- Genesis of the Spanish provincial division

2.- Iberian languages

3.- The State of Autonomies. Constitution and estatutos. Province, region and nation

4.- Municipal structure and comarcalization in Spain. Counties and fregresias of Portugal
5.- Spanish electoral geography: districts

VI. Basic features of settlement

1.- Types of settlement

2.- Network of cities and areas of urban influence

Methodology

Teaching methodology: master class imbricated Internet queries.
Emphasis on the interpretation of the landscape through the image (photographs).

The student has a dossier corresponding to each block, with the fundamental concepts and illustrations, as well as
with complementary texts.

Two field practices on Wednesdays, all day.

Development plan

I. The lberian Peninsula, Balearic and Canary Islands (5 weeks)
Il. Climate diversity (3 weeks)

Il. The waters (1,5 weeks)

IV. The vegetable landscape (3 weeks)

V. Political geography (2,5 weeks)
VI. Basic features of settlement (1 day)

The order of the topics will be adapted to the possibility of making field trips.

Evaluation

Evaluation activities:

- practice in the field of rock identification (12%), scheduled for May 5

- practice in the field of identification of trees and shrubs (12%), scheduled for June 1
- practice of interpretation of the weather map (12%),

- reading and climate test (14%)

- examination (50%). To make an average, a minimum score of 3.5 must be obtained. The exam will be face-to-
face.
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In addition, verification of the ability to locate basic place names in the study of the peninsular states.

Students who combine their degree with a full time job have the right to ask for alternative assessment within 5
days after the beginning of the semester. For information, please send an e-mail to academic@lletres.udl.cat or
ask for information at the Faculty’s secretary (Secretaria de la Facultat de Lletres).
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