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Subject's extra information

Please, take into account that this subject 'has expired' and, as a consequence, you will be evaluated based on the
contents you studied last year (SEE CONTENTS). You can attend the new degree's classes even though you will
notice that some aspects have changed and will not be part of your exam.

If you did not have the chance to take the Liverpool trip last year, you can join this year. However, you have to take
into account there will be no assessment activity related to the trip.

Learning objectives

The objective of the course is to understand British history, society and major institutions. Through introductory
lectures, an analysis of some artistic productions, a field trip to Liverpool (optional) and practice from a textbook
formulated for learners of English, the course will offer a comprehensive panoramic view of contemporary British
society and the history that has produced it.

Subject contents

SYLLABUS:

From: O’Driscoll, James. Britain for Learners of English. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009 (+ workbook):

Unit 20 “Food and Drink” + exercises
Unit 23 “Holidays and Special Occasions” + exercises
Unit 21 “Sport and Competition” + exercises
Unit 22 “The Arts” + exercises
Unit 8 “The Government” + exercises
Unit 9 “Parliament” + exercises
Unit 14 “Education” + exercises
Unit 16 “The Media” + exercises

GETTING STARTED: Introductory class developing a momentous issue or event related to contemporary Britain.
This year’s topic is: Of quicksands and bedrocks: The monarchy in the UK in times of uncertainty. This is aimed at
considering the popularity and stability of the monarchy in the United Kingdom in times of turmoil (take into account
that, in the past five years, the United Kingdom has been shaken by the Scottish referendum, the Brexit
Referendum and, among others, the release of the Chilcot or Iraq Inquiry).

UNIT 1: The United Kingdom and the Four Nations. Situating the country geographically and politically: 
Geographical and political introduction to the United Kingdom and the four nations that constitute it.

UNIT 2: The pre-eminence of England: England vs. British and other (national identities): An introduction to
the difference between English and British and an analysis of the reasons that account for the supremacy of
England over the other three nations and the (sometimes conflicted) relations between them. Emphasis will also be
placed on the issue of national identity in the United Kingdom. Discussion on:

Braveheart (Mel Gibson, 1995). (Film)

UNIT 3: A fast-forward into history. From prehistory to the Medieval Period: An overview that goes from the
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prehistory of the peoples of Great Britain and the different invasions to the creation of England as a country,
covering the games of thrones involving various royal houses that ruled the country and its expansion on the island
to incorporate Wales.

UNIT 4: The 16th century. The Elizabethan Period: An analysis of one of the most successful eras in the history
of England: the reign of Elizabeth I. Discussion on:

Shakespeare in Love (John Maden, 1998). (Film)

UNIT 5: The 17th and 18th centuries. From the Stuarts to the Hanovers with a republican interlude: The
history of the royal houses that ruled England after the Tudors (paying attention to the brief period during which
England was a republic) and the expansion of England to become the United Kingdom (with Scotland and later
Northern Ireland).

UNIT 6: The 19th century. The Victorian Period: An analysis of one of the most influential periods in the United
Kingdom: the reign of Queen Victoria and the Industrial Revolution. Discussion on:

Hard Times (BBC, 1994). (Film)

UNIT 7: The British Empire: An overview of the origins and development of the British Empire, as well as of its
demise. Discussion on:

King Solomon’s Mines (J. Lee Thompson, 1985). (Film)

UNIT 8: The 20th century. Significant socio-political figures and events: An overview of the 20th-century key
historical events and their protagonists.

The King's Speech (Tom Hooper, 2010). (Film)

Development plan

Please note:

You should attend at least one tutorial session (see office hours or e-mail me for an appointment) both to clarify
any doubts you may have and to confirm you are informed about the date of the exam and you intend to attend it.

Evaluation

PLEASE NOTICE:

You will have to take one exam to pass the subject.
The date of the exam is the one that is established in the official calendar.
The exam will have questions on units 1 to 8 as well as a quiz on the units covered in the book by O'Driscoll
(see contents).
Remember that exams containing more than five serious mistakes can be failed.
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