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Subject's extra information

Please, take into account that this subject 'has expired' and, as a consequence, you will be evaluated based on the
contents you studied last year (SEE CONTENTS). You can attend the new degree's classes even though you will
notice that some aspects have changed and will not be part of your exam.

Learning objectives

The course provides an overview of the major representatives, trends and movements of the novel in the United
Kingdom and the United States. It also aims at offering tools for the study of the novel in English through an in-
depth analysis of some major English and North-American novels both as literary texts and in relation to their
context. Additionally, through the use of film adaptations and relevant excerpts from some major literary texts, the
course contributes to the awareness of the interactions between literature and film and offers a broader selection of
significant works for analysis. Finally, the instructor expects to encourage the pleasure of reading and to promote a
critical stance to the texts under analysis.

Subject contents

UNIT 1: Studying the novel. General introduction to the novel as a genre and exploration of its main
characteristics.

UNIT 2: Interactive map of the English and North-American novel. An overview of the major authors, texts and
movements related to the UK and US novel.

UNIT 3: Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre. Analysis of the text through the discussion of some relevant questions and
quotes from the source novel and its film adaptation. Discussion of Worksheet 1. Compulsory text:

Jane Eyre (Franco Zefirelly, 1996). (Film)

UNIT 4: Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights. In-depth analysis of the novel. Compulsory text:

Brontë, Emily. Wuthering Heights. Boston and New York: Bedford Books of St. Martin’s Press, 1992.
(Novel)

UNIT 5: Henry James’ Washington Square and Edith Wharton’s The House of Mirth. Analysis of the texts
through the discussion of some relevant questions and quotes from the source novel and its film adaptation.
Discussion of Worksheet 2. Compulsory text:

Washington Square (Agnieszka Holland, 1997). (Film)
The House of Mirth (Terence Davies, 2000). (Film)

UNIT 6: F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. Analysis of the text through the discussion of some relevant
questions and quotes from the source novel and its film adaptation. Discussion of Worksheet 3. Compulsory text:

The Great Gatsby (Baz Luhrmann, 2013). (Film)

UNIT 7: John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. Analysis of the text through the discussion of some relevant
questions and quotes from the source novel and its film adaptation. Discussion of Worksheet 4.  Compulsory text:
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The Grapes of Wrath (John Ford, 1940). (Film)

UNIT 8: Alex Garland’s The Beach: A comparative approach. Analysis of Alex Garland’s novel in relation to
Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now. Discussion sheet available.
Compulsory texts:

Garland, Alex. The Beach. London: Penguin, 2011. (Novel)
Apocalypse Now (Francis  Ford Coppola, 1979). (Film)

Development plan

Please note:

You should attend at least one tutorial session (see office hours or e-mail me for an appointment) both to clarify
any doubts you may have and to confirm you are informed about the date of the exam and you intend to attend it.

Evaluation

PLEASE NOTICE:

You will have to take one exam to pass the subject.
The date of the exam is the one that is established in the official calendar.
The exam will have questions on the subjects' contents and will include a quiz on Unit 2 and questions on
units 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.
Remember that exams containing more than five serious mistakes can be failed.
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