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Learning objectives

This course aims to contribute to the development of the students’ communicative competence in English for
academic purposes (level C1 of the Common European Framework of Reference), with a special emphasis on
speaking and writing skills. The course focuses on spoken and written texts produced by competent users of
academic English as models for students’ development of their own productive skills. At the end of the course, the
student is expected to understand the content and the structure of both spoken and written texts and to reproduce
those models in their own production of similar formal texts. 

Competences

Competence Specific aims of the course

Capacity to present orally a complex topic and a point
of view, integrating secondary topics and clearly
developing specific aspects to reach a conclusion. This
presentation may be planned or improvised in different
degrees.
 

A. Produce an oral presentation on an academic topic at
C1 level.
B. Take part in an in-depth interview on an academic
topic at C1 level.
C. Participate in a seminar discussion at C1 level.

 

Capacity to produce a clear and well-structured written
text about a complex topic, distinguishing between
main and subsidiary points, expressing one’s point of
view in an elaborate fashion and supplying the
necessary examples to reach a clear conclusion. 
 

D. Summarise an academic text level in the form of an
academic abstract at C1 level.

     E. Produce an argumentative text at C1 level.
     F. Produce an expository text at C1 level.
 

Capacity to analyse, evaluate and correct and oral and
written text taking into account the different textual
components (i.e. pronunciation, spelling, punctuation,
grammar, vocabulary, paragraphing, topic
development, etc.)
 

G. Understand the contents of a spoken or written text at
C1 level paying attention to general and very specific
details.
H. Identify strategies and features of academic English
usage in a spoken or written text and explain.

 

Subject contents
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1. Genres 2. Communicative competences: 3. English usage

1.1. Oral language
- Seminar discussion
- Individual oral presentation
- In-depth interview
 
1.2. Written language
- Argumentative text
- Abstract
- Expository text
 

2.1. Sociolinguistic competence
- Register differences
- Politeness
- Modality
- Audience interest
 
2.2. Discourse competence
- Text structure
- Functions
- Propositions
- Paragraph structure 

Verbal tenses
Passive
Conditionals
Subjunctive
Modality
Reported speech
Relative clauses
Verbs + inf /-ing
Inversion
Emphasis
Complex sentences
Discourse markers and
punctuation

Methodology

Activitat
CODIFICACIÓ / descripció / tipologia

TPD
o* G* HP* HNP*

Teacher
presentations 

Presentation and discussion of the
different textual formats practised in
the subject

Characterise the strategies for the analysis
and production of different textual formats

1 12 30

Seminaris (S)      

Pràctical
sessions  (P)

Analysis of students' productions
Develop students' accuracy and fluency in
different textual formats

1 27 52

Treballs (T)      

Tutories (Tut)      

Altres (AA) Preparation of the course portfolio
Develop an awareness of the
student's individual achievements in the
course of the subject

  8

Avaluació
(AV)

1. Assessment exercise 1
2. Assessment exercise 2
3. Assessment exercise 3

Define the levels and achievements of
each student in the subject

 9 22

TOTAL    48 112

Development plan

Week 1
 

Course introduction
Introducing the course syllabus
Presenting level C1 of the CEFR
Course resources and materials

Weeks 2-3
 
 
 
 

Argumentative essays
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice

Sociolinguistic competence
English usage: verbal tenses, passive
voice

Practice activities

Weeks 4-5

Seminars
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice
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Discourse competence
English usage: conditionals,
subjunctive

Practice activities

Week 6
 

ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 1
 

Weeks 7-8
 
 

Written abstracts
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice

Sociolinguistic competence
English usage: modality, reported
speech

Practice activities

Weeks 9-10
 
 

Oral presentations
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice

Discourse competence
English usage: relative clauses, verbs
+ inf/-ing

Practice activities

Week 11
 

ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 2

Weeks 12-13
 
 

Expository essays
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice

Sociolinguistic competence
English usage: inversion, emphasis

Practice activities

Weeks 14-15
 
 

In-depth interviews
Sample analysis
Micro-skills practice

Discourse competence
English usage: complex sentences,
discourse markers and punctuation

Practice activities

Week 16
 

ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

July RESITS

Evaluation

Taula dels mecanismes d’avaluació

 

Mecanismes d’avaluació
 

codificació / descripció-criteris / tipologia
TPD
 

observacions
 

O*
 

Activitat
 

%*
 

Attrendance and participation
(As)
 

Assistència i participació activa
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5
 

Assessment exercises (TA) 
 

1. Assessment exercise 1
2. Assessment exercise 2
3. Assessment exercise 3

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
25
25
25
 

Informe (In) / Treballs (T)
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Altres (A)
 

Carpeta d’aprenentatge
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

20
 

TOTAL
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

100
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