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Subject's general information

Subject name ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIALS

Code 100093

Semester 2nd Q(SEMESTER) CONTINUED EVALUATION

Typology Degree Course Character Modality

Bachelor's Degree in
History

4 OPTIONAL
Attendance-
based

Course number of
credits (ECTS)

6

Type of activity, credits,
and groups

Activity
type

PRAULA TEORIA

Number of
credits

3 3

Number of
groups

1 1

Coordination PRATS FERRANDO, GEORGINA

Department GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY AND HISTORY OF ART

Teaching load
distribution between
lectures and
independent student
work

60 h of lectures 
90 h of synchronous lectures and independent student work

Important information
on data processing

Consult this link for more information.

Language Catalan

Distribution of credits 3 theoretical credits 
3 practical credits

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF ARCHAEOLOGI... 2023-24

https://unidisc.csuc.cat/index.php/s/ljIirDLEOoUr5Rj


Teaching staff E-mail addresses
Credits
taught by
teacher

Office and hour of attention

MAS VÉLEZ, BÁRBARA barbara.mas86@gmail.com ,2

PRATS FERRANDO, GEORGINA georgina.prats@udl.cat 5,8

Subject's extra information

The main objective of the subject is to learn to reconstruct the historical processes from the material culture. The
methods of analysis that allow the contextualization of the "objects" in their different categories are shown, the
techniques of quantification and statistical exploitation are taught and the main theoretical currents existing in
modern Archaeology are presented.

The subject aims to train the student in the dialectical method that leads from the empirical approach to the
construction of interpretive theoretical models within the framework of the process of archaeological reasoning
based on the formulation-testing of hypotheses. In this framework, specific problems are addressed, such as the
study of settlement models, the characterization of ancient populations or social inferences from funerary
archaeology.

Also presented are contributions from other disciplines such as Geoarchaeology or those related to Bioarchaeology
as basic tools in the reading and interpretation of the past.

Learning objectives

O.1.- Know the main theoretical currents in archaeological research.

O.2.- Understand that the ultimate goal of Archeology is the reconstruction of the historical context that
accompanies the "object": artifact and / or ecofacto.

O.3.- Learn the different methods and empirical or experimental approaches that allow obtaining data for such
contextualization.

O.4.- Know how to use statistics as an objective method of formulating and testing hypotheses.

O.5.- Know how to interrelate data of a different nature (material or not) in the framework of the construction of a
historical discourse and / or a theoretical model of interpretation

Competences

Basic and general competences, according to verified memory of the degree of History (2015)

- CB5 - That students have developed those learning skills necessary to undertake further studies with a high
degree of autonomy

- CG4. Possess the capabilities, tools and resources (including ICT) for the search, analysis and synthesis of
information

Specific competences
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- Ability to establish comparative analyzes in the study of local, national and international history

- Ability to search, manage, integrate and interpret written, audiovisual, cartographic or plastic material

- Knowledge of the main theories and basic concepts of the different disciplines related to archaeology and auxiliary
sciences

- Ability to study cases and solve problems from the comparison of scenarios and information by discovering
analogies and differences, working with comparative tables, visual representations of data, statistical techniques,
information systems, etc.

- Individual and collaborative academic writing, from synthesis works to preparation of public reports and
specialized technical documents.

Subject contents

GENERAL SYLLABUS

1. Theoretical currents in Archaeology
2. Quantitative methods applied to Archaeology
3. The measurement of time: statistical reading of calibrated C14 dating
4. Techniques of Spatial and Territorial analysis
5. Paleoconomy: Economic analysis of bioarcheological materials
6. Paleoecology
7. Geoarchology and Geomorphology
8. Artefacts Analysis - Lytic and ceramic objects
9. Archaeology of death and society

Methodology

PH: in-person hours in the classroom 
NPH: hours of autonomous work of the students

Activity CODIFICACIÓ / descripció / tipologia TPD O* G* PH NPH    

Lecture (M) M: View contents
O.1, O.2, O.3,
O.4, O.5

 1  25,5    

Seminars (S)  
 
 

1      

Practices (P) Practical activities for some topics
O.1, O.2, O.3,
O.4, O.5

1 14,5 30    

Projects(T) Evaluable activities for each topic
    
O.1, O.2, O.3,
O.4, O.5

1   60   

Tutoring (Tut)    10    

Other (AA) Visits to laboratories and research centers   10    

Evaluation (AV) See table of evaluation mechanisms       

TOTAL     60 90   

O: Objective
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Development plan

1. Initially, teaching classes will be given presently.
2. The classes will take place in the classroom 1.33 A of 9-11h. In some cases, they will be given in an online

format (there will be guest teaching staff who cannot come to teach in the classroom).
3. The classes will last an hour and a half, although in some cases, they can be extended to two hours,

depending on the practices to be done and the content given.
4. Some sections' orders may be affected depending on the availability of the teachers and specialists who

teach the masterclasses.
5. Field trips will take place on Wednesday mornings on days previously agreed with the students (and

possibly during class hours).
6. The individual works will be mandatory and delivered at least two weeks after we finish each topic.
7. QGIS free software must be installed on your computer for theme spatial analysis.
8. The course will use the Virtual Campus as a communication tool between the teachers and the students.
9. The use of mobile phones in the classroom is completely forbidden.

10. To make visits/tutorials, write an email to georgina.prats@udl.cat.

Evaluation

Evaluation mechanisms
Codification / description-criteria /

typology TPD
observations O* Activity %*

Attendance
and participation (At)

At: Participation in the courses and
activities

 
O.1, O.2, O.3,
O.4, O.5

  10

Evaluation workshop
(TA)

Theme 1. Theoretical currents
Theme 2. Geographic Information
Systems (GIS)
Theme 3. C14
Theme 4. Paleoecology
Theme 5. Archeobiology
Theme 6. Statistical

Written tests of diverse
typology
depending on the topic

O.1, O.2, O.3,
O.4, O.5

 

15
15
15
15
15
15

Report (R) / Projects (P)        

Others (O)            

TOTAL     100

O: Objective. %: Percentage in the final note.

Discovering plagiarism or copying will have serious consequences and will always affect the grade. From the
beginning, the exercises involved will receive a 0 grade. In addition, academic fraud (copying or plagiarism in
papers or spontaneous copying during the exam) involves the application of the Assessment Regulations and the
qualification of teaching in the UdL degrees and master's degrees, which means that the coordinator and the head
of studies to open the student's file; and that the study commission will assess your case, and the applicable
sanctions (depending on the seriousness of the offence) may include the loss of the right to be evaluated for the
subject, the loss of registration for a semester or a course or expulsion from the degree up to three years.

Students who combine their studies with a full-time or part-time job whose schedules coincide with those of the
classes or who cannot attend class due to family reconciliation needs have the right to request an alternative
evaluation within a period of 5 days from the beginning of the semester. For more information, send an email to
academic@lletres.udl.cat or contact the Secretary of the Faculty of Letters. After the first five days of class,
without giving notice of wanting to take the alternative assessment, the only option will be the continuous
assessment already presented in the first paragraph of this section.
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