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Subject's general information

Subject name METHODS AND TECHNIQUES OF ARCHAEOLOGY

Code 100092

Semester 1st Q(SEMESTER) CONTINUED EVALUATION

Typology Degree Course Character Modality

Bachelor's Degree in History 3 OPTIONAL Attendance-based

Course number of
credits (ECTS)

6

Type of activity, credits,
and groups

Activity type PRAULA TEORIA

Number of
credits

3 3

Number of
groups

1 1

Coordination PRATS FERRANDO, GEORGINA

Department GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY AND HISTORY OF ART

Teaching load
distribution between
lectures and
independent student
work

60 h of lectures 
90 h of synchronous lectures and independent student work

Important information
on data processing

Consult this link for more information.

Language Catalan/Spanish

Distribution of credits 3 theoretical credits 
3 practical credits
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Teaching staff E-mail addresses
Credits
taught by
teacher

Office and hour of attention

PRATS FERRANDO, GEORGINA georgina.prats@udl.cat 6

Subject's extra information

Presentation

An eminently practical subject focussed on the teaching of the methods and techniques used for the laboratory
treatment of the various materials located in an archaeological excavation and its subsequent documentation through
theoretical-practical training in the use of the technologies of the information and communication.

The student's work will be structured based on theoretical knowledge and practical implementation of: the inventory and
registration systems of archaeological materials exhumed in excavations (ceramics, metals, lithic and bone industry,
construction materials, etc.); the identification of the main types of ceramic materials; the discernment of the various
archeobiological materials; the learning of the techniques of drawing of the ceramics, metals and the lithic industry; and
the knowledge of the conservation and restoration systems of the various types of materials.

Learning objectives

O1: Learn the techniques used to treat the various materials in the laboratory.

O2: Understand the inventory and registration systems of exhumed archaeological materials in excavations: ceramics,
metals, lithic and bone industry, construction materials, etc.

O3: Identify the main types of ceramic materials.

O4: Understand the various archeobiological materials: taxonomic and taphonomic bases of the various
archeozoology and archaeobotanical disciplines.

O5: Learn the drawing techniques of ceramics, metals and lithic industry.

O6: Understand the conservation and restoration systems of the various types of materials.

Competences

Know how to develop those learning abilities necessary to undertake further studies with a high degree of
autonomy.
Acquire training in the use of new technologies and information and communication technologies.
Ability to establish comparative analyzes in the study of local, national and international history.

Subject contents

SECTION 1 

1. Handmade ceramics: criteria and classifications.
2. Ceramic typologies in the Western Mediterranean.
3. Non-protohistoric pottery: technology and morphology. Arxiu Arqueològic de Lleida. 
4. The metals: objects, typologies and analysis. Laboratori de Restauració. 
5. Lithic industry: carved, polished and macrolitic industry.

SECTION 2 
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1. Archaeobotany: micro and macro analysis: palinology, phytoliths, organic waste, anthracology, carpology.
2. Archaeozoology: macrofauna, microfauna, icthyofauna and malacofauna.
3. The photography of archaeological materials.
4. Conservation and restoration: ceramics, metal and organic materials. Dipòsit de Patrimoni de Cervera. 
5. The presentation of the results: drafting, interpretation and publication.
6. Experimental Archaeology.

The inventory of materials: listings and databases.

Manual and infographic drawing of archaeological materials: ceramics and lithic industry.

Methodology

Table of educational activities and student hours

ACTIVITY CODIFICATION/ description / typology TPD O G
PH
VH

NPH       ind. work  

Master class  O1-O6 1 32   

Seminars       

Practices

Analysis and work of materials.
Technical documentation and computer
processing of materials.
Excursions

O1-O6
1
1

18 40  

Exercises E.1: Analysis of an archaeological element O1-O6 1  50  

Tutoring Revision E.1  1 10   

Other       

Avaluation See Avaluation      

TOTAL   1 60 90  

Development plan

•Initially, teaching will be taught in person in the classroom.

•Classes will take place in the classroom (1.33B) and at times (1-3 p.m.) established by the academic guide of the
Faculty of Letters. In some cases in online format (there will be guest teaching staff who cannot come to teach in the
classroom).

•Classes will last one and a half hours, although in some cases, they may last up to two hours, depending on the
practices to be carried out and the content given.

•The order of some of the sections of the blocks may be affected depending on the availability of the teachers and
specialists who teach the master classes.

•The practices will also be carried out within these times and spaces. If the regulations allow it, specific practices will
also be carried out in the Archeology Laboratory of the Faculty of Letters.

•Field trips will occur on Wednesday mornings on days previously arranged with the students.

•The course will use the Virtual Campus to communicate between the teacher and the student.

•To arrange visits/tutorials, write to me georgina.prats@udl.cat.

Evaluation
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Table of evaluation mechanisms

Evaluation
mechanisms

Codification / description-criteria / typology Observations O Activity %

Assistance and
participation

Master classes
Practical activities

 O1-O6 P.1 i P.2
10
10

Evaluation
workshop
(Exam)

Exam    40

Report /
Exercises

E.1: Practical dossier of an archaeological
material

 O1-O6  40

Others      

TOTAL      100

Discovering plagiarism or copying will have serious consequences and will always affect the grade. From the
beginning, the exercises involved will receive a 0 grade. In addition, academic fraud (copying or plagiarism in papers or
spontaneous copying during the exam) involves the application of the Assessment Regulations and the qualification of
teaching in the UdL degrees and master's degrees, which means that the coordinator and the head of studies to open
the student's file; and that the study commission will assess your case, and the applicable sanctions (depending on the
seriousness of the offence) may include the loss of the right to be evaluated for the subject, the loss of registration for
a semester or a course or expulsion from the degree up to three years.

Students who combine their studies with a full-time or part-time job whose schedules coincide with those of the classes
or who cannot attend class due to family reconciliation needs have the right to request an alternative evaluation within
a period of 5 days from the beginning of the semester. For more information, send an email to
academic@lletres.udl.cat or contact the Secretary of the Faculty of Letters. After the first five days of class, without
giving notice of wanting to take the alternative assessment, the only option will be the continuous assessment already
presented in the first paragraph of this section.
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