
 

DEGREE CURRICULUM

ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY
Coordination: BRETON SOLO DE ZALDIVAR,

VICTORIANO

Academic year 2023-24

ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY 2023-24



Subject's general information

Subject name ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY

Code 100069

Semester 1st Q(SEMESTER) CONTINUED EVALUATION

Typology Degree Course Character Modality

Bachelor's Degree in
Geography

4 OPTIONAL
Attendance-
based

Bachelor's Degree in
History

2 COMMON/CORE
Attendance-
based

Course number of
credits (ECTS)

6

Type of activity, credits,
and groups

Activity
type

PRAULA TEORIA

Number of
credits

3 3

Number of
groups

1 1

Coordination BRETON SOLO DE ZALDIVAR, VICTORIANO

Department GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY AND HISTORY OF ART

Teaching load
distribution between
lectures and
independent student
work

For each of the classes, the student must have worked at home a mandatory text (an
article of an average of 20 pages in length). In the final part of the class a debate will
open between the teacher and the student about the theses of each text in relation to
the topic dealt with in the classroom.

Important information
on data processing

Consult this link for more information.

Language Spanish and Catalan

ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY 2023-24

https://unidisc.csuc.cat/index.php/s/ljIirDLEOoUr5Rj


Teaching staff E-mail addresses
Credits
taught by
teacher

Office and hour of attention

BRETON SOLO DE ZALDIVAR,
VICTORIANO

victor.breton@udl.cat 6

Learning objectives

The course is intended as an introduction to the critical and historical analysis of the relationships between three
key concepts: Anthropology, Political Economy and Development. In a sense, it is very intertwined with the
approach I have given to the content of the subject Social History of America to be taught in the course
immediately after the Degree of History, although it can be taken independently. The idea that guides the program
is to try to offer the students analytical tools to be able to capture in all its complexity the way in which the social
sciences -especially Anthropology- have approached a certain type of phenomena, traditionally the competence of
the Economic Science, showing (sometimes) its contingent and historical nature and offering alternative
approaches to conventional and hegemonic ones. I start from the basis of the indispensability of a reading of "the
economic" from an anthropological point of view (that is, from below and from within). And it is from this economic
Anthropology that the complex nature of "development" can be best learned, one of the great -or the greatest-
meta-civilizing utopias of modernity.

A brief review of the conceptual history of development, in fact, highlights the predominance that the Economy has
had in its conceptualization, a circumstance that has been projected in a very incisive way on the so-called
(according to the epoch and the ideological context) societies "Primitive", "pre-capitalist", "underdeveloped" or
"third-world". And there the role of Anthropology, particularly of Applied Anthropology, has been very remarkable as
a point of support for the interventions of the development machinery. But the role of Anthropology as a discipline
has gone far beyond that of a mere instrumental complement with which to sweeten (or simply make possible) the
application of the usual techno-economic recipes, since it has been constituted in certain moments in a powerful
tool from where to think about reality and to see how much ideology and rhetoric there are in certain approaches
that are exclusively econocentric to the rich and plural reality of the life of women and men in society.

Hence my choice, starting from the Economy to reach Development through Anthropology and Political Economy,
from a review of the main paradigms through which those views on cultural alterity since, more or less, midway
through the last century ( from the beginning of what Arturo Escobar called the "era of development"). I have taken
that thread while trying, at the same time, to anchor the theoretical debates with topics of greater empirical content
in order to be able to better evaluate the convenience of some or other conceptual tools when approaching the
analysis of substantive and concrete realities.

Competences

General and transversal:

Capacity for analysis and synthesis.
Ethical commitment.
Recognition and respect to diversity and interculturality.
Critical thinking.
Capacity for teamwork.

Specific:

Reading and analysing ability.
Capacity and ability to analyze and investigate the socio-cultural, economic, political and demographic
problems of today's world.
Knowledge of the evolution of thought and its relationship with society.
Knowledge of the interrelationships between science and social evolution.
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Learning to capture the complexity of human phenomena, social dynamics, group and gender conflicts, the
dialectic between classes, the organization of space, power relations and the formulation of ideological,
cultural and social projects within the complex societies.

Subject contents

The program (development plan) is divided into three parts (introduction, core argument and conclusion), in the
manner of a book, since I start from the conception of university teaching -especially in a course of this nature,
inserted in a Bachelor's Degree in History - as an open process of exchange of knowledge and dialectical
experiences among students; process conducted and moderated by the teacher.

The agenda begins with two introductory topics (1 and 2) that are intended to encourage the critical spirit in the
classroom and raise the degree of difficulty involved in the task of analyzing such a complex concept - by
polyhedral - as it is the "development" More when we are faced with a sort of traceable discursive practice, by its
very nature as a molder of realities, both in discourses and in the sequels that it generates. The idea of this first
part is to raise the urgent need to build an Economic Anthropology of Development able to hybridize, in some way,
the most fertile theoretical contributions of the old Economic Anthropology with some of the most novel proposals
that, from other fields of the discipline, can be useful and fruitful in the critical analysis of development as a
phenomenon, process and discourse colonizing consciences.

Next comes the core of the subject (11 units) with the approach of the main theoretical contributions first
("Theoretical views ...", units 3 to 9 and its comparison with research topics and relevant discussions in the field of
Economic Anthropology and Political Economy ("... and substantive counterpoints ", units 10 to 13). Thus, after
reviewing the weight that neoclassical economics has had in shaping the formalist positions in Economic
Anthropology (units 3 and 4) and its surprising continuities up to the current development policies promoted without
continuity solution by the World Bank (units 5), I propose an analysis of the confrontation raised by the
substantivists first (from the important contribution of Polanyi and his collaborators, topic 6), to continue with the
contributions (and their limits) of historical materialism (unit 7) and of the paradigms that emphasize the strategic-
adaptive dimension of human societies and cultures (units 8 and 9). After, the discussion on the nature of the
domestic production modality (unit 10), the debate on the future of the Latin American peasantry (unit 11), the
future of the Andean community (unit 12) or the emergence of the 1980s onwards The ethnic platforms of social
mobilization (unit 13) will serve to discuss the greater or lesser relevance of some or other analytical tools when
approaching these empirical scenarios. The Latin American field of empirical reflection is determined by the
research trajectory of the teacher, as well as by the relevance of the topics dealt with in our globalized world.

The program ends "without conclusions", with two topics that aim to show the limits of more than six decades of
continuity in development policies and programs (unit 14) and with a session (unit 15) that wants to be and be open
to suggestions and reflections distilled throughout the course.

Methodology

The teaching will be based on lectures, which will facilitate the use of audiovisual media, and in the debate, as far
as possible, among the students from the dossiers of articles distributed by the teacher to through the virtual
campus.

Development plan

INTRODUCTION: IS AN ECONOMIC ANTHROPOLOGY AND A POLITICAL ECONOMY OF DEVELOPMENT
POSSIBLE?
1. The forest of elusive concepts.
2. From anthropologists, economists and development extensionists.

THEORETICAL LOOKS ...
3. In search of "the economic".
4. The birth of economic anthropology and neoclassical dogma.
5. The imprint of formalism in development policies.
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6. The substantivist rebellion.
7. Marxisms and Marxists.
8. From cultural ecology to political ecology.
9. From political ecology to the ecology of the poor.

…AND SUBSTANTIVE COUNTERPARTTS
10. The domestic modality of production.
11. The historical location of peasant economies.
12. The debate on the Andean community.
13. The phenomenon of ethnic emergence in Latin America.

ANTHROPOLOGY, ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT: WITHOUT CONCLUSIONS
14. The limits of development or the persistence of undernourishment.
15. The poststructuralist illusion: to transcend development?

Evaluation

The classes try to be, as far as possible, dynamic. After the teacher's presentation of the mandatory contents in
each session, a temporary space will be allocated in the final part, of around 20 minutes, so that, after a brief and
succinct synthesis by a student - or several if there are more articles- of the main controversial arguments of the
reading (s) worked on that week, it is possible to clarify and / or discuss the points that in each case is considered
appropriate.

The evaluation will be continued and will consist of three reading reports, to be done in class. It will try to reflect,
based on the compulsory readings of each thematic block, around some key concepts proposed by the teacher.
The value of each one of the reports will be equivalent to 15% of the grade (45% in total). At the end of the course
it will be necessary to pass an exam of the whole subject taught, which will represent 50% of the final grade. The
remaining 5% will depend on the attendance
and participation in class of the students.

Students who combine their studies with a full-time or part-time job whose schedules coincide with those of the
classes, or who cannot attend class due to family reconciliation needs, have the right to request an alternative
evaluation within a period of 5 days from beginning of the semester. For more information, send an email to
academic@lletres.udl.cat or contact the Secretary of the Faculty of Letters. After the first five days of class
without giving notice of wanting to take the alternative assessment, the only option will be the continuous
assessment already presented in the first paragraph of this section.

Discovering plagiarism or copying will have serious consequences and will always affect the grade. From the
beginning, the exercises involved will receive a 0 grade. In addition, academic fraud (copying or plagiarism in
papers or spontaneous copying during the exam) involves the application of the Assessment Regulations and the
qualification of teaching in the UdL degrees and master's degrees, which means that the coordinator and the head
of studies to open the student's file; and that your case will be assessed by the study commission, and the
applicable sanctions (depending on the seriousness of the offense) may include the loss of the right to be
evaluated for the subject, the loss of registration for a semester or a course or expulsion from the degree up to
three years.
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