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Subject's extra information

The objective of the course is to introduce the student in to the study of the ancient societies through the learning,
in the first place, of: 1) the specific terminology and methodology of the diverse disciplines which study the past,
and, 2) the tendencies, problems and approach of the current research of the cultures addressed in class.

Following this, we will explore the archaeology and history of the Ancient Near East, specifically dealing with
Mesopotamia and Egypt, with the purpose of achieving a good comprehension of the main cultures originating in
these regions and their developments, as well as recognising their influence on the later cultures and societies. We
will identify their geographical and cultural diversity, both synchronically and diachronically, from the Neolithic
period to the Iron Age. Special attention will be paid to the processes of formation of the complex societies such as
the appearance of urbanism, writing and the state, among others themes. At the same time, we will examine, in
particular the geography, society, economies, material culture, literature, funerary and religious customs of these
regions through an interdisciplinary study of all the available sources of evidence (archaeology, textual, artistic and
so on.)

Learning objectives

O1: To learn and use the terminology and the different techniques used in the study of history. Be able to search
information from diverse sources from a critical perspective.

O2: To gain basic knowledge about the main historical periods of the area of study and their principal
characteristics, as well as to understand the main sources from their study.

O3: To analyse and think critically about the textual, historiographical and archaeological sources as well as the
interpretation of maps and graphics.

O4: To develop students’ abilities to interpret, analyse and evaluate a range of evidence, and to organise and
present information in a coherent and effective manner.

As well as to be able to use the technical terms and the key concepts addressed during the course adequately.

Competences

1. To demonstrate relevant knowledge and critical understanding of the basic historical methodology and
terminology, as well as being able to consult and use the main bibliography correctly.

2. To learn and contextualise the diverse cultures of Ancient Near East and Egypt(including a critical
appreciation of the contexts from which people, events, ideas and/or artefacts emerged) and achieve a good
comprehension of the main sources for their study.

3. Be familiar with the primary sources and the literature most relevant to the subject: analyse and critically
evaluate the sources (contributions, limitations, difficulties, and so on)

4. Be able to expose in a coherent and organised way both orally and written the acquired knowledge, as well
as the correct use of the specific terminology of the discipline.

Subject contents
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Syllabus of History of the Ancient near East and Egypt

 

Block I: Ancient Near East

Lesson 1. Introduction. Sources. Geographical and chronological frame. History of Assyriology (2 sessions)

Lesson 2. From the first villages to urban and complex societies in Mesopotamia (2 sessions)

            2.1. The Ubaid phenomenon

            2.2. The Uruk phenomenon

Lesson 3. The origin of Cuneiform writing (1 session)

Lesson 4. City-states and dynasties (2 sessions)

            4.1. Early Dynastic Period

4.2. Old Akkadian or Sargonic Period

4.3. The Neo-Sumerian period: The Third Dynasty of Ur

 

Lesson 5. The appearance of the regional states (3 sessions)

5.1 Old Babylonian Period

5.2. The Ancient Near East during the second half of the second millennium

 

Lesson 6. The Ancient Near East during the first millennium: The Iron Age Empires (3 sessions)

            6.1. The Neo-Assyrian Empire

            6.2. Neo-Babylonian Empire

            6.3. The Persian Empire

 

Lesson 7. Society. Urbanism. Institutions. Law. Overseas relations (1session)

Lesson 8. Economies. Subsistence. Craftwork. Trade and exchange (1session)

Lesson 9. Religious and funerary practices (1 session)

Lesson 10. Literature. Knowledge. Art (1 session)

 

 

Block II. Egypt

Lesson 1. Introduction. Sources. Geographical and chronological frame. History of Egyptology (1 session)

Lesson 2.         The Predynastic period (1 session)

Lesson 3.         The origin of the hieroglyphic writing (1 session)

Lesson 4.         The Early Dynastic Period (1 session)
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Lesson 5.         The Old Kingdom (1 session)

Lesson 6.         First Intermediate Period (1 session)

Lesson 7.         The Middle Kingdom (1 session)

Lesson 8.         Second Intermediate Period (1 session)

Lesson 9.         The New Kingdom (2 sessions)

Lesson 10.       Third Intermediate Period (1 session)

Lesson 11.        Society. Settlement archaeology and urbanism. Institutions, Overseas relations (1 session)

Lesson 12.       Economies. Subsistence. Craftwork. Trade and exchange (1 session)

Lesson 13.       Religious and funerary practices. (1 session)

Lesson 14.       Literature. Knowledge. Art (1 session)

Methodology

Activity CODIFICACION / description / typology TPD O* G* HP* HNP*

Magistral class
(M)

Presentation of the themes, collective
discussion about the diverse sources (texts,
maps, artefacts, plans and so on)

1,2,3,4  60 80,5

Seminaries (S)      

Activities (A) Diverse activities about the contents 1,2,3,4  5 5

Academic work
(T)

 One academic paper.
An oral exposition

1,2,3,4  5 22

Tutorial (Tut) One mandatory and discretionary tutorial hours   5 5

Others (AA)      

Evaluation (AV)      

TOTAL    75 112,5

Evaluation

mechanisms of
evaluation

codification / description-
criteria / typology TPD

observations O* Activity %*

Assistance and
participation (As)

The regular attendance and
participation in class will be
positively valued.

 1,2,3,4   

 Evaluation (TA)
(Exam)

Two written tests  1,2,3,4  
25
25

Inform (In) /
Academic works
(T)

One written paper
An oral exposition

 1,2,3,4  
30
20

Others (A)      

TOTAL     100
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